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A joint event of the Natural History Museum Vienna,  
the U.S. Embassy in Vienna, and the U.S. Mission 

to International Organizations in Vienna
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Dr. Eric Smith is the Program Scientist for the James 
Webb Space Telescope Program at NASA Headquarters,  
Washington, D.C. He also serves as the Astrophysics 
Division Chief Scientst. 

Previously, Dr. Smith served as the James Webb Telescope Program Director.  
Prior to becoming the Program Director in 2015, he was both the Webb and Hubble 
Program Scientist. He works with the Webb Project during the observatory’s  
development to keep NASA Headquarters management and external partners, both 
international and intergovernmental, apprised of how the developing hardware 
measures up against costs, schedules, and science requirements. Before coming to 
NASA Headquarters he worked at the Goddard Space Flight Center on the science 
team for the Space Shuttle borne Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope, and on the data 
archiving and distribution system for Hubble.  Dr. Smith holds a B.A. in Physics and 
Astronomy from the University of Virginia and a M.A. and Ph.D. in Astronomy from 
the University of Maryland, College Park. 



By participating, you give us the permission to publish  
image and video recordings that are created as part of the event.
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The James Webb Space Telescope will be the world’s next premier space science obser-
vatory. Webb will seek the first stars and galaxies that formed in the early universe and 
explore distant planets around other stars, writing a new chapter in cosmic history. Webb 
will solve mysteries of own solar system, look beyond to seek habitable worlds around 
other stars, and help us better understand our place in the universe. Webb will have 
extraordinary scientific potential, complementing the science achieved by numerous 
missions including the Hubble Space Telescope. Webb is an international program led 
by NASA with its partners, the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Canadian Space 
Agency (CSA).  We will explore the technology behind this incredible observatory and see 
what exciting plans the science community has for its first observations after launch.

With introductory words by director general and CEO  
Univ.-Prof. Dr. Christian Köberl, NHM Vienna, and Keith Anderton,  
Acting Deputy Chief of the U.S. Mission to International Organizations in Vienna

The “First Light” Machine: 
The James Webb Space Telescope

A lecture by Dr. Eric P. Smith
Program Scientist, James Webb Space Telescope, NASA, Washington DC, USA

on Thursday, August 23rd, 2018, at 5 p.m.
in the lecture hall of the Natural History Museum Vienna

Free entrance with this invitation


